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Designer Spotlight: Nicole Riley
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Crochet Designer - Nicole RileyNicole Riley, a cutting-edge crochet designer in front and behind the scenes of the yarn industry is our feature today. Based out of the west coast in the USA, she brings with her incredible passion for designs.
How I Learned of Nicole
Nicole came onto my radar several years ago when a crocheter updated on The Crochet Crowd Stitch Social about burning and nearly set fire to a crochet bowl holder inside her microwave that was suggested on a pattern. It immediately set my four-alarm urgency to find where this design was and who was the designer to inform them that harm could be caused. I was able to contact Nicole, in real-time, and ask her to reconsider her article of suggesting it for the microwave. Nicole was receptive and conscientious about presenting a pattern where it could cause physical harm. Though she had tested it, she felt safe about it, she was pretty lucky in her testing, in retrospect.
My grandmother's apartment complex was set ablaze with a microwave fire. So I was very concerned. My grandmother never got over it as she lost possessions that she had for a lifetime.
Contacting a designer with a concern isn't something I do lightly as I tend to stay in my own lane with little contact with other designers. So I was expecting the response to be a shoulder shrug. Nicole was incredibly professional and understood the concerns and pivoted immediately. That is what humanity and a person of character look like. 
Nicole Riley is Socially Rounded
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Nicole RileyNicole's content appears in many more places than the average crochet designer. Let's face it, she's not average... she's really like a multi-tasking human with a little bit of this and that. I honestly don't know how she keeps track of it all. 
She's been published in places like Simply Crochet, Happily Hooked Magazine, WeCrochet, Lion Brand and Furls Crochet. In fact, she is currently the ambassador of WeCrochet and Furls Crochet Hooks.
Speaking first hand, Nicole known on YouTube as Nicki's Homemade Crafts is relatable and authentic to the craft. Loaded with projects and tips to suit your educational needs.
Nicole straddles the world of crochet from a free and paid concept. It's a myth that a crochet host can live off of the monetization on its own on YouTube. The cost to create content is a real thing. She has her own Crochet Club which directly gets access to PDF Patterns and weekly live tutorials directed at her community.
You can access the free content on YouTube for those on a budget and for those who wish an elevated experience, you can be part of her Crochet Club which helps her keep the train on track. Supporting a designer to create is a great thing.
Example of Nicole's Videos

Most Popular Tutorials:
	Universal Crochet Language: https://www.nickishomemadecrafts.com/crochet-symbols-charts/
	Linked Crochet: https://www.nickishomemadecrafts.com/linked-crochet-technique-tips/
	Alternative Turning Chain: https://www.nickishomemadecrafts.com/alternative-turning-chain/
	Foundation Chains: https://www.nickishomemadecrafts.com/tutorial-foundation-chains-for-sc-hdc-dc-and-tr/
	Straight edges with SC and HDC: https://www.nickishomemadecrafts.com/crochet-smooth-edges/
	S vs Z Twisted Yarn: https://www.nickishomemadecrafts.com/s-vs-z-twisted-yarn/

Nicole's Most Popular Patterns:
	Cotton Bowl Cozy: https://www.nickishomemadecrafts.com/microwavable-cotton-bowl-cozy/
	Little Backpack: https://www.nickishomemadecrafts.com/little-backpack-crochet/
	Easy Rose: https://www.nickishomemadecrafts.com/easy-crochet-rose-pattern/
	Rolling Waves Blanket: https://www.nickishomemadecrafts.com/crochet-rolling-waves-blanket/
	Armchair Caddy: https://www.nickishomemadecrafts.com/crochet-armchair-caddy/
	Scrunchie: https://www.nickishomemadecrafts.com/crochet-scrunchie/
	Thick Gloves: https://www.nickishomemadecrafts.com/crochet-gloves-knit-like/

Final Notes
Nicole has accomplished many things in the crochet field but she strives on one major element that I couldn't get my hands around, that's the idea of being diverse in content distribution. I struggled with the concept of trying to work with many companies at the same time. Each has its own flair and guidelines which can be complex.
It's amazing and brave at the same time. I tried this for a short time frame and I found the companies to be super competitive and myself being in a tug-o-war of my time. So that's a major accomplishment, all to itself.
Check out Nicole's work, you may be glad you did.
Find Nicole On Social Media
	https://www.facebook.com/nickishomemadecrafts
	https://www.instagram.com/nickishomemadecrafts
	http://www.tiktok.com/@nickishomemadecrafts
	https://www.pinterest.com/nickiscrafts
	https://www.youtube.com/nickishomemadecrafts
	https://www.ravelry.com/stores/nicole-riley-designs/

More Ideas
	Crochet Social Textures Baby Blanket Pattern
	Diva Dan - Daniel Zondervan Biography
	Corner to Corner Afghan Pattern
	Crochet Social Textures Dishcloth
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Reader Interactions
Comments
	 judi coley says
September 08, 2021 at 2:36 am
where is the pattern for the shawl nicole is wearing ?

Reply
	 Mikey says
September 08, 2021 at 10:12 am
I'm really not sure. But you could reach out to her in social platforms to ask.

Reply
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