Hot Air Balloon
Amigurimi
Easy

Caron One Pound. Rose, Robin
Egg, Limeade, Lavender Blue, Persimmon and Soft Pink.

Hook

5 mm / H Hook

Abbreviations
Beg = Begin
Ch = Chain
Rep = Repeat
Sl St = Slip Stitch
Sp = Space
Sctog = Single Crochet 2 Together

Materials
10” Styrofoam Ring
6” Styrofoam Ring
Thick Floral Wire
Polyfil to Stuff Balloon

Yarnspirations.com. My mouse has a
different colour top. I added a free-form
kerchief around his neck and gave him
a sash for his waist. We took him to
Venice and I wanted my mouse to have
a Venetian look. We’ve named him
Antonio.
Balloon is 16” high by 15” diameter.

Instructions
Make 6

Row 6: Ch 1, sc in each st across.
Turn. - 5 sts
Row 7: Ch 1, 2 sc in 1 st st. Sc across
to 2nd last st, 2 sc in last st. Turn. - 7
sts
Row 8: Ch 1, 2 sc in 1 st st. Sc across
to 2nd last st, 2 sc in last st. Turn. - 9
sts
Row 9: Ch 1, sc in each st across.
Turn. - 9 sts
Rows 10 - 21: Repeat last 2 row rows
- 6 times.

Ch 2
Row 1: Sc 2nd ch from hook. Turn. - 1
The balloon is created with 6 identical st
panels that are shaped to form the
Row 2: Ch 1, 3 sc in next st. Turn. - 3
iconic look of a hot air balloon.
sts
My concept was to hang a character Row 3: Ch 1, sc in each st across.
as if the balloon is taking the charac- Turn. - 3 sts
Row 4: Ch 1, 2 sc in 1 st, sc in next, 2
ter on a journey.
sc in last st. Turn. - 5 sts
The mouse is called the City Mouse
Row 5: Ch 1, sc in each st across.
and is a free pattern found on
Turn. - 5 sts
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Blanket

Rows 22 - 41: Ch 1, sc in each st across. Turn. - 21 sts
Row 42: Ch 1, 2 sc tog, sc across, 2 sc tog final 2 sts. Turn. 19 sts
Row 43 - 44: Ch 1, sc in each st across. Turn. - 19 sts
Rows 45 - 65: Repeat last 3 rows - 7 times. End of row 65, do
not turn at the end.
Border of Each Panel
Rnd 1: Sc evenly along the side to the top of the panel. 3 sc
in top point of panel, sc evenly along the side to the bottom of
the panel. Sl st to 1st st in row 65. Fasten off.
Assembly
Whip stitch using at least one of the colours used in the panel
that is being joined together. Join all 6 together but leave last
final join open to make and insert the frame inside before
stitching the final seam closed. Stitch 1” on the final seam at
the bottom of the balloon to form the bottom ring of the hot air
balloon.
Find a large Styrofoam ring. Using thick floral wire, wrap the
Styrofoam Ring or whatever you found that is round with the
floral wire. The wire helps make the insert stronger. The cross
over wires should be as close to the center as your next step
relies on wrapping around the cross over wires in the center.
Cut 6” of flower wire. Insert down through the top of the
balloon. Insert the other end of the 6” wire down through a
different spot of the top of the balloon.
Insert the ring into the balloon toward the top of the balloon.
Twist tie the 6” wire ends through the layer of the cross over
wires in the main ring.
Find a smaller Styrofoam ring or something equivalent. Punch
a hole through the middle of the ring. This ring prevents the
Polyfil from falling out.
To hang a character. Insert the floral wire coil through the
bottom hole of the balloon and place the small ring into the
balloon. Insert the wire through the small ring middle hole.
Secure the wire to the main large ring.
Hang the balloon up. Eye up how much wire is needed to
hang out the bottom of the balloon to support your character.
Cut where you think the character will hang.
Insert Polyfil inside the balloon between the top ring and bottom ring. Ensure the balloon appears to be inflated.
Sew the final seam closed.
Tether Strings
Using 4 mm / G Hook
Attach at the bottom of the balloon between the panels. Chain
the distance to get to the character’s hand. Be sure to add a
few more chains to simulate rope.
Repeat this 5 more times so there are 6 tether strings.
Wrap the tether strings around the hand and secure.
Character Suggestions
If the character is looking limp. Insert wires into the character
to give the character a permanent pose that appears to be
controlled. In the mouse, there are straws from the waist to
the top of the head to keep the head steady. Insert a wire be-

tween one arm through the body to the next arm to be steady.
Flex the character to the pose.
The character’s internal wire in the hand is joined to the Hot
Air Balloon wire that is coming down through the bottom of
the balloon. The weight of the character is resting on the wire
that is attached to the frame. So it’s not applying pressure and
weight to the crochet cover or tether strings.

